
“What Does This Mean?” 
Martin Luther and His Small Catechism 

 
Lesson 5: The Ministry of the Keys  
   and Confession 
 
 
 

From the choices below, choose the best 
definition for “Ministry.”   
 
 

1. The work which is done by someone who has 
been called, either full-time or part-time, by a group of 
believers. 

2. A government department that is presided over by a minister (i.e. Ministry of 
Defense). 

3. That which any Christian does in service to others as a part of the Body of Christ. 

 

Why might people be reluctant to choose #3 above? 
 
 
 
The Ministry of the Keys finds its basis in Scripture in Matthew 16.  Read the following 
verses: 
 

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you 
by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 
What is the “rock” (v.18) on which Jesus is going to build his church? 
 
 
 
To whom does Jesus say he is giving “the keys of the kingdom of heaven” (v.19)? 
 



Following his resurrection, Jesus proved to his disciples that he had risen.  Read what 
Jesus said to them in John 20:19-23.  What do you find unusual about his words? 
 
 
 
Read the words of verse 23 once again.  Why can these words seem problematic for us? 
 
 
 
The “Ministry of the Keys” is one way of speaking about what God has give us to do.  Read 
also 2 Corinthians 5:18-20.  How does Paul describe what God has given us to do? 
 
 
 
Some might say that the forgiveness that we offer to others is just symbolic and has no 
real weight.  Read Matthew 18:18.  What is your reaction to Jesus’ words? 
 
 
 
Using the loosing key, which frees one from their sins, is something God wants us to do 
for the individual who has repented.  God would also have us use the binding key.  
Under what circumstances are we to use this key? 
 
 
 
What makes using the binding key particularly difficult? 

 

 

Consider some of the following passages: 

• Matthew 18:15 

• 1 Corinthians 5:13 

• Galatians 5:21 

• Luke 15:10 

 
In much the same way that we as individual Christians use the Keys privately, the 
Keys are also used publicly.  Explain how.   



Agree/Disagree:  No church should every be so cruel as to kick someone out. 
 

Just like the disciples whom Jesus called to be fishers of men, the pastors God gives to his 
church in our day have foibles and faults.  According to His Word, how does God want 
us to see them?  See 1 Corinthians 4:1 and Luke 10:16. 

 

 

 

As you read the following passages, ask yourself this question:  Why do we confess 
our sins? 

• Psalm 51:1 

• Psalm 32:3 

• 1 John 1:8-9 

 
What will I confess? 

• Isaiah 64:6 

• Psalm 19:12 

• Romans 6:23a 

 
For what reasons might we NOT confess our sin? 

 

 

Having confessed our sins, what should we expect to hear? 

• Luke 7:48 

• Matthew 9:2 

• Hebrews 8:12 

 



In the “lost” parables trilogy (Luke 15), Jesus point out the reaction in heaven to a sinner 
who repents.  What is the reaction, and why do you think that Jesus makes that point 
in each of the parables? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“As to the current practice of private confession, I am heartily in favor of it…  It is useful, 
even necessary, and I would not have it abolished.  Indeed, I rejoice that it exists in the 
church of Christ for it is a cure without equal for distressed consciences.” 

Martin Luther 
 


